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LEAGUE RULES

The 12” slow pitch rules of the USSSA shall apply with the following additions, clarifications, and exceptions.

(1) Teams shall not discriminate on the basis of sex in accepting team members.

(2) To be eligible, a player must be at least fifteen years of age and a church member as determined by the pastor or his designated representative.

(3) Teams must have a minimum of eight (8) players to start or play a game.

(4) A ten minute grace period from the completion of one game to the start of the next game, or ten minutes after the scheduled start, whichever is longer, will be allowed.  After which the game will be forfeited.

(5) Metal spiked shoes are prohibited.

(6) No inning shall start after 70 minutes have been played per game.

(7) Games shall be considered official when four complete innings have been played, or three and one half innings with the home team leading.

(8) After five innings, the team ahead by 15 runs or more at the conclusion of an inning shall be declared the winner by the slaughter rule.

(9) Respective team score keepers will check between innings to confirm that the score totals agree and to resolve any discrepancies.

(10) Free substitutions will be allowed with the stipulation that except in the case of injury, when a player enters the game as a fielder or designated hitter, that player must participate as a batter before being removed.  The reverse also applies.  When a player is removed from the game, one complete inning must be played before re-entry will be allowed, except when necessitated by injury.

(11) Each team may have, but shall not be required to have one or two designated hitters in their batting lineup.  If the DH position is used in a game, it must be used for the entire game unless injury prohibits this.  Players may be switched from DH to a fielding position without creating a change in the batting order, as long as the fielder has played one full inning out in the field.  There is no limit to how many players may be in the batting lineup.
(12) The home team shall retain the game ball.

(13) All hitters will start their at bat with a (1) ball and (1) strike count against them.  A foul ball after (2) strikes shall be declared strike three and the ball is dead.

(14) A strike mat will be placed behind home plate to eliminate verbal discussions over called balls and strikes.


a) A ball striking any part of the mat is called a strike.


b) If the catcher catches the ball over the mat before it hits, it will be called a ball.

(15) Pitchers will be allowed a maximum of three warm-up pitches per inning.

(16) The pitcher shall have a minimum 6 ft. arc and may have an unlimited maximum arc height on a pitched ball.
(17) No base runner may intentionally run into a fielder to knock the ball from their possession.  If, in the judgment of the umpire this action occurs, the base runner will immediately be called out.  If judged to be a flagrant violation, the player at fault may be ejected from the game.

(18) In the event of a close play at home plate and the base runner does not slide to avoid a collision with the player covering that base, the umpire may make a judgment to call the runner out.

(19)  A judgment call by the umpire may not be disputed.  A rule interpretation by the umpire may be questioned by the coach or a designated representative only.  Coaches or players violating this rule, or using abusive language, or violating any other league rules may, after being warned, be removed from the game by the umpire if described behavior continues.

(20) All protests of rules interpretations must be made at the time of occurrence and before play resumes.  The protest must also be in writing within 48 hours after the occurrence, to the league commissioner.  These protests will be considered at a convenient time and with only those team representatives not directly involved.  After voting, all adjustments of the dispute shall be at their discretion, and carried out by the league commissioner.

(21) Any team forfeiting three games in a single season shall be expelled from the league at the end of that season.

(22) A ball caught and carried out of play will remain in play as will a ball contacting a fielder in play and then rolling out of play (rule 8 sec. 3e)

(23) Field dimensions:

a) Base path length shall be 70 ft.

b) Distance between the pitching rubber and the back point of home plate shall be 50 ft.


c) Fair/foul line should be marked with a chalk line


d) Out of play lines should also be marked with a chalk line
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